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MST NEWSLETTERS 2018 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 

2018 is a year of success for the 

Malaysian Society on 

Toxinology (MST).  The 

membership is growing, 

activities are multiplying and 

outreaching to more people in 

the region. Besides RECS 

Malaysia, the region now has 

RECS Indonesia and RECS 

Philippines! The much 

anticipated international 

symposium of AMSEM 2018 

was also held successfully from 

23-26 October in Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia. This issue of MST 

Newsletters brings you the 

highlights of the event and other 

educational information. Enjoy! 
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 Message from the President 

Welcome to the 2018 MST Newsletter. This is the second newsletter following our inaugural 

publication in 2017 to celebrate MST 25th anniversary.  

2018 has been another fantastic year for MST. We had been involved with a significant 

number of educational events locally in Malaysia and internationally. The highlight of this yearôs 

endeavour was the 5th AMSEM 2018 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. It was the first time AMSEM was 

hosted in another ASEAN country besides Malaysia. The road to 5th AMSEM @ Yogyakarta was not 

an easy one. It is full of challenges and obstacles even up to the last minute. There were many long 

discussions, planning, sleepless nights and sacrifices to make it a reality. The close relationship 

between members of the organising committee plus the hard work, determination passion have 

resulted in one of the most successful AMSEM to date.  

The 6th AMSEM 2020 meeting is expected to be hosted by QSMI in Bangkok, Thailand. It 

is hoped that AMSEM 2020 will continue to provide the common platform in addressing various 

issues of envenoming (and poisoning) and improve patientôs care.  

This year has seen the global initiative at WHO to comprehensively address the snakebite 

envenoming issues with the formulation of a road map. Three of AMSEM faculty members have 

been appointed as Review Advisors of WHO Snakebite Envenoming Working Group (SBEWG). We 

look forward to the scheduled release of the road map sometime in 2019. 

The year 2018 has also seen plenty of scientific contributions made by MST members. Many 

are original works and impact ful  publicat ions. Some of these directly or indirectly addressed the 

current challenges in clinical management of envenoming. Some were works on the identification 

and characterization of novel toxins and their  possible future applications. Meanwhile, MST has 

been working very closely with the newly established Toxinology Society of Indonesia (TSI) and 

provides continuous support to RECS Malaysia, Philippines and Indonesia. We are also working 

very closely in formulating the ASEAN Fellowship on Clinical Toxinology which we hope will 

materialise within the next two years.  

Finally, I would like to thank our Editorial members for their efforts in mak ing our MST 

Newsletter volume 2 a reality. Kudos to all and happy reading!  

 

 

 

DR AHMAD KHALDUN ISM AIL  

PRESIDENT  

2017 -2018  
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     Message from Editorial Board 

Warmest greetings to all.  

On behalf of the editiorial team, I would like to thank the Malaysian Society on Toxinology 

(MST) for having this editorial platform of newsletter for the Society.  

This is the second issue of MST Newsletter. In December 2017, the inaugural issue of MST 

Newsletter was released in conjunction with the 25th MST Anniversary Celebration.  Besides 

printed hard copies, the electronic version of the newsletter has been disributed widely, and is 

always avaialble for free downalod from the MST website. The issue contained not only events and 

activities highlights of the year but also awareness and educational information for public use.  

Our first edition received very good comments from local and oversea readers. Certainly, we  

also appreciate feedback and suggestion. We understand that there is room for improvement and 

we always strive to do the best of the newsletter for the Society.  

In 2018, the Society has shown excellent progress in various aspects. We have seen 

tremendous grwoth in the society activities in education, research and collaboration with local as 

well as international communities. The major achievement included the successful orgnization of 

AMSEM 2018, and the contrition of MST members as Review Advisors of WHO Snakebite 

Envenoming Working Group (SBEWG). We are proud to highlight these achievements in this issue 

of newsletter, and to congratulate all members who are involved.  

This issue of newsletter also serves you with news and updates on poisoning or evenoming by 

marine animals, including stonefish, puffer fish and jellifish. To entice you to these topics, we have 

prepared a few articles and awareness posters as well as a cerpen in this issue. Please feel free to 

share these with others. We hope that the materials are informative, educational and fun to read! 

Lastly,  I thank the editorial team members for their tireless effort to make this a success. Our 

special thanks is to President Dr. Ahmad Khaldun Ismail for his advice and encouragement. 

Feedback and suggestion are always welcome. We thank you for your continuous support.    

~Dr Tan Choo Hock 

 

 

 

  

Rusdi 

Choo Hock 

Sabrina Michelle Naôim Kae Yi 
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Society corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Logo Our Pride 

Red color: Signifies the potential danger of toxins, which prompts the 
combined efforts in research and clinical management. 

White color: Indicates the purest intention in seeking knowledge and 
treating patients; functions as the source of reference in the various fields 
of Toxinology. 

White lines in box: Signifies the journey of gathering knowledge, 
experience, and expertise, to share them through various educational 
programmes. The lines of knowledge connect the various expertises that 
drive our passion in the various areas of Toxinology. 

Snake, mushroom, jellyfish & scorpion: Representative symbols 

that reflect the diverse sources of toxins i.e. from various land and marine 

animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms. 

Main activities & services 

The Remote Envenoming Consultation Services (RECS) is a-24hr óon-callô 

consultation service and training provider, mainly but not exclusively, for 

healthcare providers officially established in early 2012. MST recognized and 

supported the efforts of RECS. RECS has been a successful example of how 

management of envenoming and poisoning can be improved through voluntary, 

well-coordinated expertise offered by emergency physicians with a special interest 

in clinical toxinology, with the aim to enhance a favorable outcome by optimizing 

and advocating appropriate treatment modalities at every level of clinical 

management. The positive impact of RECS Malaysia has motivated the 

establishment of RECS Indonesia and RECS the Philippines. 

The society is also actively involved in the construction of Malaysian 

snake bite management guideline and provides appropriate feedback to WHO on 

its roadmap to improve snakebite management globally. The Society also 

conducts Clinical Toxinology Educational Program (CTEP) through educational 

visit program to antivenom manufacturing facility, emergency departments and 

poison centres in the region. The next 3rd CTEP will take place from 31 Jan-2nd 

February 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand. In addition, the Society is also engaged in 

various other educational and training programs. For instance, MST Short 

Seminar Series and First Aid Course for Snakebites (FACS) are the societyôs serial 

public outreached program to educate public in venomous snakes and the 

importance of the right first aids. 

The International Symposium on Advance Marine  Animals and Snake 
Envenoming Management (AMSEM) is the major event organized by the 
society. This is a grand event that provides international participants with a 
platform comprehensive enough to share, discuss and debate on topics 
related to envenoming and poisoning. The year 2018 marked a grand success 
of AMSEM held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from 23-26 October. The next 
AMSEM is set to take place in Bangkok, Thailand in year 2020. This will be a 
great platform for clinicians, healthcare providers, antiven om manufacturers, 
academicians, scientists and alike to come together to discuss and collaborate 
for the improvement of envenoming and poisoning management.  
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Membership corner 

Four categories of membership are offered by MST since 2013: 
 

¶ Malaysian Ordinary Member (Academician, Scientists & Clinician)  

¶ Malaysian Associate Member (Non-academician/Non -clinician)  

¶ International Associate Member  

¶ Malaysian Student 
 

Membership status: Registered members who renew annual membership with up-to-date payment of membership 
fee are considered financially active. Active financial status is required to enjoy the various benefits offered by the 
Society from time to time, whi ch includes entitlement for discount on registration fee of some courses/activities, 
complimentary Hi -Tea for year-end gathering, token of membership appreciation for supporting the Society and 
other activities.  

Malaysian Ordinary Member with current fina ncially active membership status is eligible to vote in AGM, and to be 
hold ExCo position.  

Existing Life Members enjoy the privileges as provided by the previous Constitution of the Society prior to 2013.  

At present, there are 38 members registered with MST. The majority of the members are of the Ordinary Membership 
category. 

Information about registration and renewal for membership is available at 
http://mstoxinology.blogspot.my/p/membership .html . 

Application for new membership and annual renewal process:  

 

 

           

  

http://mstoxinology.blogspot.my/p/membership.html
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Activities updates (MST & RECS Malaysia) 

17 January - Continuous Medical Education (CME) Hospital 

Shah Alam: Management of Snakebites. Organizer: 

Department of Emergency & Trauma @ Auditorium, 

Hospital Shah Alam, Selangor. (RECS: Dr Anisah) 

 

17-18 January - Public Outreach Program: First Aid Course 

for Snakebite (FACS) & Snake Handling Safety Workshop 

(SHSW). Hevea KB Sdn Bhd, Lot 177676, Kawasan 

perindustrian Kanthan 2, 31200 Chemor, Perak. (RECS: Dr 

Sabrina & Dr Khaldun) 

 

30 January -"Doctor on the Radio" Program (10-11am): First 

Aid for Bites & Stings from venomous animals. Organizer: 

Radio Malaysia, Pahang FM, Jabatan Penyiaran Pahang, 

Jalan Kemunting, Kuantan, Pahang. (RECS: Dr Zainal) 

1 March - Public Lecture on First Aid for bites and stings 

from venomous / dangerous animals in Malaysia. Organizer: 

CEMACS USM Penang, St John Ambulance Malaysia and 

MST @ Hard Rock Hotel, Penang. (MST: Mr Kumaradevan) 

                                 

у aŀǊŎƘ π ¦{a {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

/ƭƛƴƛŎƻǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ό/t/ύΥ Ϧ¢ƘŜ YƛƭƭŜǊ YƛǎǎŜǊϦΦ 

hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΥ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 

¦{aΣ YǳōŀƴƎ YŜǊƛŀƴΣ YŜƭŀƴǘŀƴΦ όw9/{Υ 5Ǌ {ƘǳƪǊǳŘŘŜŜƴύ 

  

11 ï 14 March 2018 ï Imbak Canyon Wilderness First Aid 

Course. Organizer: Yayasan Sabah Group, Jabatan Kecemasan 

dan Trauma Hospital Lahad Datu, Sabah, St John Ambulance 

Malaysia, Malaysian Society on Toxinology, Persatuan 

Kebajikan Perubatan Kecemasan Pulau Pinang @ Imbak 

Canyon Conservation Area, Sabah. (MST: Dr Muhammad 

Naôim Ab Razak & Mr KUmaradevan). 

 

16 March - Continuous Medical Education(CME), Miri 

Hospital: Guardian of Gunung Murud: Lessons Learnt & 

Guideline on Snakebite Management. Organizer: Unit Latihan 

& Pengurusan @ Nurses Home Seminar room, Miri Hospital, 

Sarawak. (RECS: Dr Noredelina)  

 

17-18 March - 8th Annual Scientific Meeting& Medical Update 

2018: "The Deadly Bite". Organizer: Malaysian Medical 

Association (Pahang Branch & Medical Department Hospital 

Tengku Ampuan Afzan, Kuantan @ The Zenith Hotel, 

Kuantan, Pahang. (RECS: Dr Zainal) 

21 March - Public Lecture on First Aid for bites and stings from 

venomous / dangerous animals in Malaysia. Organizer: 

CEMACS USM Penang, St John Ambulance Malaysia and MST 

@ Fisheries Research Institute, Penang. (MST: Mr 

Kumaradevan) 

      

                                

 

 



7 
 

   

 27 April - Jellyfish Awareness Campaign - Seminar. 

Organizer: Malaysian Association of Hoteliers (MAH) 

Penang Chapter & USM @ Bunga Raya Ballroom, Golden 

Sands Resort, Penang. (RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

  

28 April - 4th Sungai Buloh Prehospital Care Conference 

2018: "Poisoning and Overdose, Use of Reversal and 

Antidote". Organizer: Hospital Sungai Buloh Emergency 

Department, College of Emergency Physician, Faculty of 

Medicine UiTM Sungai Buloh @ Auditorium, Faculty of 

Medicine UiTM Sungai Buloh Campus, Selangor. (RECS: Dr 

Sabrina) 

25 May - UKM UMBI Research Update Series In Molecular 

Medicine 14/2018: "from Genes to Fangs": Unlocking the 

Secrets of Snake Venoms Through Integrative -Omics and 

Pharmacology. Organizer: UMBI, UKM @ Auditorium 

UMBI, UKMMC, Kuala Lumpur. (MST: Dr Tan CH)                                

28-29 June - 1st WHO Snakebite Envenoming Working 

Group Roadmap Meeting: Prevention, Reduction and 

Control Strategy. Organizer: WHO @ Wellcome Trust 

Science Media Centre, 215 Euston Rd, London NW1 2BE, 

United Kingdom. (RECS: Dr Tri Maharani & Dr Khaldun)  

         

16 July - 4th International Table Top Exercise and 

Communication in Disaster Medicine 2018 (TOPCOM). 

Preconference Wilderness Medicine topics: Snakebites & 

Envenoming, Marine animals Envenoming/Poisoning, 

Arthropods Bites & Stings and Mushroom Poisoning. 

Organizer: Emergency & Trauma Selayang Hospital @ 

Auditorium, UiTM, Selayang Campus, Selangor. (RECS: Dr 

Anisah & Dr Khaldun) 

   

 

 

26 March - 11th MAZPA Conference 2018: Snakebites 

Management. Organizer: Malaysian Association of 

Zoological Parks & Aquaria (MAZPA) @ Tanjung Puteri 

Resort, Pasir Gudang, Johor. (RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

4 April - 1st HKL National Pharmacotherapy Updates 2018. 

Topic: Principles of Snakebite Management. Organizer: 

Pharmacy Department, Hospital Kuala Lumpur @ Season 2 

Hall, Level 1, Grand Season Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. (RECS: 

Dr Khaldun) 

     

14 April - The Philippine College of Emergency Medicine 

(PCEM) annual convention: ñAccelERate: Driving Growth 

and Innovation in Emergency Careò. Pre-convention 

workshop: Introduction to Toxinology: Snakebite and 

Marine Envenomation and Poisoning Management @ East 

Avenue Medical Center Auditorium, Manila, Philippines. 

(RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

 

18-19 April - First aid course for Snakebites (FACS) & eCME. 

Organizer: Department of Emergency Medicine & 

Toxicology Unit, Eastern Visayas Regional Medical Centre @ 

EVRMC E-Library, Tacloban City, Philippines. (RECS: Dr 

Khaldun) 
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 21 July - Public Outreach Program: First Aid Course for 

Snakebites (FACS) 1/2018. Organizer: RECS@MST. Venue: 

Department of Emergency Medicine, UKM Medical Centre, 

Jalan Yaacob Latif, Bandar Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur. 

(RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

    

24 July - East Coast Emergency Update. Lecture topic: 

"Stings and Bites, Do It Right". Organizer : Hospital Tengku 

Ampuan Afzan, Kuantan @ Bukit Gambang Resort, 

Kuantan, Pahang. (RECS: Dr Zainal) 

25 July - National Wilderness Medicine Training (WMT) 

2018. Lecture topic: "Bites and Stings". Organizer: Hospital 

Selayang, Selangor @ Kem Perah, Forest Research Institute 

of Malaysia (FRIM), Selangor. (RECS: Dr Anisah) 

26 July - Scientific Meeting and National Orthopaedic HOD 

Meeting: "Managing Snakebite Injury; When to Intervene 

Surgically @ Everly Hotel, WP Putrajaya. (RECS: Dr 

Shukruddeen) 

4 August - 2nd Sarawak Snakebite Envenoming 

Management (SEM) Course. Organizer: Jabatan Kecemasan 

& Trauma Hospital Miri @ Miri, Sarawak. (RECS: Dr 

Noredelina, Dr Zainal & Dr Khaldun) 

     

6 August - 2018 Emergency Medicine Annual Scientific 

Meeting (EMAS): "Toxinology: Jellyfish Envenoming in 

Malaysia". Organizer: College of Emergency Physician, 

Malaysia and SUCCES Malaysia @ Putrajaya International 

Convention Centre, Putrajaya. (RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

     

 20 August - Safety & Coordination Briefing: Harmful 

Jellyfish. 4th PASA Penang International Cross-Channel 

Swim in conjunction with the Asia Pacific Masters 

Games(APMG) 2018. Organizer: PASA & Majlis Bandaraya 

Pulau Pinang @ Meeting Room, Penang City Stadium, 

Penang. (RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

 

21 August- Continuous Medical Education (CME), Penang 

General Hospital. Topic: Harmful Jellyfish Envenoming 

Clinical Management. Organizer: Emergency & Trauma 

Department @ CME Room, Penang General Hospital, 

Penang. (RECS: Dr Khaldun) 

23 August ï Kawag Danum Basic Wilderness First Aid 

Course. Organizer: Kawag Danum Rainforest Lodge, 

Jabatan Kecemasan dan Trauma Hospital Lahad Datu, 

Sabah & MST @ Kawag Danum Rainforest Lodge, Sabah. 

(MST: Dr Muhammad Naôim Ab Razak).  

 

27 August - The Emerging Jellyfish Threat - Seminar. 

Organizer: Penang Municipal council, USM & Malaysian 

Association of Hoteliers (MAH) Penang chapter @ Bayview 

Hotel Beach Resort, Batu Ferringi, Penang. (RECS: Dr 

Shukruddeen) 

 

 


